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Key-‐‑list  of  Facts	

	
Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 

	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the 
notes that the Governor was in the waiting room is relevant.
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The issue in this hypothetical case is whether Barack is a natural born citizen of  the 
United States. The following is the key-list of  facts in evidence:�
 

1. Witness Governor Ambercrombie testified that Barack was born in Hawaii. 
2. A hospital nurse testified that the Governor was in the hospital visitor’s 
waiting room at the alleged date, time, and place where Barack was born. 
3. A co-worker of  the hospital nurse testified that at that time she saw the 
hospital nurse write down the Governor’s name on the visitor’s log. 

�
Based on these facts, demonstrate how the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the 
hospital nurse write down the notes when written is logically relevant. 



DCIT  Template:  blank	

	
	
  

Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 
	
 
	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	
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DCIT  Template:  Conclusion	

	
Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 

	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	
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DCIT  Template:  Separating  conclusion  into  subject  and  complex  predicate	

	
Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 

	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	
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DCIT  Template:  Completing  first  linked  premise	

	
  

Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 
	
	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	
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DCIT  Template:  Completing  second  linked  premise	

	
Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 

	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	
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DCIT  Template:  Complete  linked  line  of  reasoning	

	
Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 

	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	
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DCIT  Template:  Adding  supporting  assumptions  to  second  linked  premise	

	
  
  

Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 
	
 
	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	
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DCIT  Bridge  Diagram:  Audience  walking  the  line  of  reasoning	

	
Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 

	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	
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Barack...	  

	  	  

	  	   The defendant... 
	  	  

...was born in Hawaii according 
to Governor Ambercrombie.	  

	  	  

The witness was in a position 
to know of  the birth.	  

...was born in Hawaii.	  

...is a natural born citizen of  the 
United States.  

Barack...  	  	  

2 

The witness was not biased in favor 
of  Barack.	  

The witness was capable of  
perceiving the event correctly. 

	  	  

1 

Barack...	  



DCIT  Template:  Highlighting  the  assumption  to  be  supported  with  reasoning	

	
Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 

	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	
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DCIT  Template:  Conclusion	

	
Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 

	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	
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DCIT  Template:  Separating  conclusion  into  subject  and  complex  predicate	

	
  
  

Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 
	
 
	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	
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DCIT  Template:  Completing  first  linked  premise	

	
Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 

	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	
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DCIT LINKED PREMISES 
SUPPORTING 

ASSUMPTIONS 

# COMPLEX 
SUBJECT COMPLEX PREDICATE (necessary and ancillary) 

1 ! 
The Witness... ...was in the hospital Waiting Room at the alleged date, time, and 

place where Barack was born according to the hospital nurse. 
a.  

b.  

c.  

2 
Any such 

(who or 
that)… 

[REPETITION OF 
COMPLEX 

PREDICATE FROM 
PREVIOUS ROW]... 

 a.  

b.  

c.  

3 
Any such 

(who or 
that)… 

[REPETITION OF 
COMPLEX 

PREDICATE FROM 
PREVIOUS ROW]... 

...was in a position to know of the birth. a.  

b. 

c. 

CONCLUSION  

 

 The Witness... ...was in a position to know of the birth.  

 



DCIT  Template:  Complete  linked  line  of  reasoning	

	
Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 

	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	

Joseph  A.  Laronge  v  h0p://inferenceincourt.com	 Charting Inferential Networks v June 26, 2011              15/31 

DCIT LINKED PREMISES 
SUPPORTING 

ASSUMPTIONS 

# COMPLEX 
SUBJECT COMPLEX PREDICATE (necessary and ancillary) 

1 ! 
The Witness... ...was in the hospital Waiting Room at the alleged date, time, and 

place where Barack was born according to the hospital nurse. 
a.  

b.  

c.  

2 
Any such 

(who or 
that)… 

[REPETITION OF 
COMPLEX 

PREDICATE FROM 
PREVIOUS ROW]... 

...was in the hospital Waiting Room at the alleged date, time, and 
place where Barack was born. 

a.  

b.  

c.  

3 
Any such 

(who or 
that)… 

[REPETITION OF 
COMPLEX 

PREDICATE FROM 
PREVIOUS ROW]... 

...was in a position to know of the birth. a.  

b. 

c. 

CONCLUSION  

 

 The Witness... ...was in a position to know of the birth.  

 



DCIT  Template:  Adding  supporting  assumption  to  second  linked  premise	

	
Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 

	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	
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DCIT  Template:  Highlighting  the  assumption  to  be  supported  with  reasoning	

	
Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 

	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	
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DCIT  Template:  Conclusion	

	
  
  

Ultimate  Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 
	
 
	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	
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DCIT  Template:  Separating  conclusion  into  subject  and  complex  predicate	

	
Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 

	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	
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DCIT LINKED PREMISES 
SUPPORTING 

ASSUMPTIONS 

# COMPLEX 
SUBJECT COMPLEX PREDICATE (necessary and ancillary) 

1 ! 
The hospital 

nurse... 
 a.  

b.  

c.  

2 
Any such 

(who or 
that)… 

[REPETITION OF 
COMPLEX 

PREDICATE FROM 
PREVIOUS ROW]... 

 a.  

b.  

c.  

3 
Any such 

(who or 
that)… 

[REPETITION OF 
COMPLEX 

PREDICATE FROM 
PREVIOUS ROW]... 

...remembered the incident correctly. a.  

b. 

c. 

CONCLUSION  

 

 The hospital nurse... ...remembered the incident correctly.  

 



DCIT  Template:  Completing  first  linked  premise	

	
Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 

	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	
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DCIT LINKED PREMISES 
SUPPORTING 

ASSUMPTIONS 

# COMPLEX 
SUBJECT COMPLEX PREDICATE (necessary and ancillary) 

1 ! 
The hospital 

nurse... 
...had contemporaneous notes that matched her statement of the 
incident according to her co-worker. 

a.  

b.  

c.  

2 
Any such 

(who or 
that)… 

[REPETITION OF 
COMPLEX 

PREDICATE FROM 
PREVIOUS ROW]... 

 a.  

b.  

c.  

3 
Any such 

(who or 
that)… 

[REPETITION OF 
COMPLEX 

PREDICATE FROM 
PREVIOUS ROW]... 

...remembered the incident correctly. a.  

b. 

c. 

CONCLUSION  

 

 The hospital nurse... ...remembered the incident correctly.  

 



DCIT  Template:  Complete  linked  line  of  reasoning	

	
  
  

Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 
	
 
	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	
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DCIT LINKED PREMISES 
SUPPORTING 

ASSUMPTIONS 

# COMPLEX 
SUBJECT COMPLEX PREDICATE (necessary and ancillary) 

1 ! 
The hospital 

nurse... 
...had contemporaneous notes that matched her statement of the 
incident according to her co-worker. 

a.  

b.  

c.  

2 
Any such 

(who or 
that)… 

[REPETITION OF 
COMPLEX 

PREDICATE FROM 
PREVIOUS ROW]... 

...had contemporaneous notes that matched her statement of the 
incident. 

a.  

b.  

c.  

3 
Any such 

(who or 
that)… 

[REPETITION OF 
COMPLEX 

PREDICATE FROM 
PREVIOUS ROW]... 

...remembered the incident correctly. a.  

b. 

c. 

CONCLUSION  

 

 The hospital nurse... ...remembered the incident correctly.  

 



DCIT  Template:  Adding  supporting  assumption  to  second  linked  premise	

	
Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 

	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	
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DCIT LINKED PREMISES 
SUPPORTING 

ASSUMPTIONS 

# COMPLEX 
SUBJECT COMPLEX PREDICATE (necessary and ancillary) 

1 ! 
The hospital 

nurse... 
...had contemporaneous notes that matched her statement of the 
incident according to her co-worker. 

a.  

b.  

c.  

2 

Any such 
(who or 
that)… 

[REPETITION OF 
COMPLEX 

PREDICATE FROM 
PREVIOUS ROW]... 

...had contemporaneous notes that matched her statement of the 
incident. 

a. The co-worker was in a position to know of the contemporaneous 
notetaking. 

b.  

c.  

3 
Any such 

(who or 
that)… 

[REPETITION OF 
COMPLEX 

PREDICATE FROM 
PREVIOUS ROW]... 

...remembered the incident correctly. a.  

b. 

c. 

CONCLUSION  

 

 The hospital nurse... ...remembered the incident correctly.  

 



DCIT  Template:  Highlighting  the  assumption  to  be  supported  with  reasoning	

	
  
  

Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 
	
 
	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	
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DCIT  Template:  Conclusion	

	
Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 

	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	
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DCIT  Template:  Separating  conclusion  into  subject  and  complex  predicate	

	
  
  

Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 
	
 
	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	
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DCIT  Template:  Complete  linked  line  of  reasoning	

	
Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 

	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	
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DCIT LINKED PREMISES 
SUPPORTING 

ASSUMPTIONS 

# COMPLEX 
SUBJECT COMPLEX PREDICATE (necessary and ancillary) 

1 ! 
The co-worker... ...saw the notes as they were written. a.  

b.  

c.  

2 
Any such 

(who or 
that)… 

[REPETITION OF 
COMPLEX 

PREDICATE FROM 
PREVIOUS ROW]... 

...was in a position to know of the contemporaneous notetaking. a.  

b.  

c.  

CONCLUSION  

 
 The co-worker... ...was in a position to know of the contemporaneous notetaking.  

 



DCIT  Template:  Highlighting  the  relevant  evidence	

	
  
  

Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 
	
 
	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	
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DCIT LINKED PREMISES 
SUPPORTING 

ASSUMPTIONS 

# COMPLEX 
SUBJECT COMPLEX PREDICATE (necessary and ancillary) 

1 ! 
The co-

worker... 
...saw the notes as they were written. a.  

b.  

c.  

2 
Any such 

(who or 
that)… 

[REPETITION OF 
COMPLEX 

PREDICATE FROM 
PREVIOUS ROW]... 

...was in a position to know of the contemporaneous notetaking. a.  

b.  

c.  

CONCLUSION  

 
 The co-worker... ...was in a position to know of the contemporaneous notetaking.  

 



DCIT  Outline:  Complete  inferential  network	

	
Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 

	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	
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1. Barack...is a natural born citizen of the United States. (MAIN CONCLUSION)	

1.1 Barack...was born in Hawaii according to witness Governor Ambercrombie. (TLP)	

1.1 One who was born in Hawaii according to witness Governor Ambercrombie 

 ...was born in Hawaii. (TLP)	

 2.0 The witness...was in a position to know of the birth. (Assumption)	


2.1 The witness...was in the hospital Waiting Room at the alleged date, time, and place 
where Barack was born according to the hospital nurse. (TLP)	


2.1 One who was in the hospital Waiting Room at the alleged date, time, and place 
where Barack was born according to the hospital nurse...was in the hospital Waiting 
Room at the time of the birth. (TLP)	


  3.0 The hospital nurse...remembered the incident correctly. (Assumption)	

  3.1 The hospital nurse...had contemporaneous notes that matched 
    her statement of the incident according to her co-worker. (TLP)	


  3.1 One who had contemporaneous notes that matched one’s  
    statement of the incident according to her co-worker...had 
    contemporaneous notes that matched one’s statement of the 
    incident. (TLP)	

    4.0 The co-worker...was in a position to know of the contemporaneous 

notetaking. (Assumption)	

     4.1 The co-worker...saw the notes as they were written. (TLP)	


 4.1 One who saw the notes as they were written...was in a   
position to know of the contemporaneous notetaking. (TLP)	


  3.1 One who had contemporaneous notes that matched one’s  
   statement of the incident...remembered the incident correctly.	


 2.1 One who was in the hospital Waiting Room at the time of the     
   birth...was in a position to know of the birth. (TLP)	


 2.0 The witness...was not biased in favor of Barack. (Assumption)	

 2.0 The witness...was capable of perceiving the event correctly. (Assumption)	


1.1 One who was born in Hawaii...is a natural born citizen of the United States. (TLP)	

 	

 	




DCIT  Outline:  Highlighting  the  relevant  evidence  within  the  inferential  network	

	
  
  

Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 
	
 
	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	
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1. Barack...is a natural born citizen of the United States. (MAIN CONCLUSION)	

1.1 Barack...was born in Hawaii according to witness Governor Ambercrombie. (TLP)	

1.1 One who was born in Hawaii according to witness Governor Ambercrombie 

 ...was born in Hawaii. (TLP)	

 2.0 The witness...was in a position to know of the birth. (Assumption)	


2.1 The witness...was in the hospital Waiting Room at the alleged date, time, and place 
where Barack was born according to the hospital nurse. (TLP)	


2.1 One who was in the hospital Waiting Room at the alleged date, time, and place 
where Barack was born according to the hospital nurse...was in the hospital Waiting 
Room at the time of the birth. (TLP)	


  3.0 The hospital nurse...remembered the incident correctly. (Assumption)	

  3.1 The hospital nurse...had contemporaneous notes that matched 
    her statement of the incident according to her co-worker. (TLP)	


  3.1 One who had contemporaneous notes that matched one’s  
    statement of the incident according to her co-worker...had 
    contemporaneous notes that matched one’s statement of the 
    incident. (TLP)	

    4.0 The co-worker...was in a position to know of the contemporaneous 

notetaking. (Assumption)	

     4.1 The co-worker...saw the notes as they were written. (TLP)	


 4.1 One who saw the notes as they were written...was in a   
position to know of the contemporaneous notetaking. (TLP)	


  3.1 One who had contemporaneous notes that matched one’s  
   statement of the incident...remembered the incident correctly.	


 2.1 One who was in the hospital Waiting Room at the time of the     
   birth...was in a position to know of the birth. (TLP)	


 2.0 The witness...was not biased in favor of Barack. (Assumption)	

 2.0 The witness...was capable of perceiving the event correctly. (Assumption)	


1.1 One who was born in Hawaii...is a natural born citizen of the United States. (TLP)	

 	

 	




DCIT  Multi-‐‑Level  Diagram:  Complete  inferential  network  with  relevant  evidence	


Ultimate Probandum: Barack is a natural born citizen of the United States. 

	

Demonstrate that the co-worker’s testimony that she saw the hospital nurse write down the notes that the Governor 
was in the waiting room is relevant.	
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LEVEL 2 LEVEL 2 LEVEL 2 

LEVEL 3 

LEVEL 4 

Barack... 
  

...was born in Hawaii according to 
witness Governor Ambercrombie. 
  

...was born in Hawaii. 
  

...is a natural born citizen of 
the United States. 
  

LEVEL  1 Main Conclusion 

Assumption Assumption Assumption 

Assumption 

Assumption 

The co-worker... 
  

...saw the notes as 
they were written. 
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